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DEFINING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE



LEGAL DEFINITIONS VARY FROM STATE TO STATE



THE URBAN-RURAL DIVIDE?
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METHODOLOGY



ACCESS TO JUSTICE METRICS

 Attorney Representation: Who Has Counsel?
 Petitioner and Respondent

 Access to Information/Services: Who Has Information?
 Victims who get info
 Advocates who get info

 Docket Structures: Who’s In, Who’s Out, Who’s Online?
 Open dockets
 Virtual court
 Family court or not

 Judicial Discretion: How is it Used Systematically?
 Service of process
 Ancillary orders on child support/custody



OVERALL NUMBERS

 101 courtrooms; 76 counties

 23 urban courtrooms; 77 rural courtrooms

 1,148 cases

 Average cases per docket: 11.48 (range: 1-58)



ATTORNEY ACCESS



ACCESS TO INFORMATION



DOCKET STRUCTURE



JUDICIAL DISCRETION



KEY TAKEAWAYS

 Low levels of representation for both petitioners and respondents regardless of location

 Low rates of ancillary orders on child support and child custody regardless of location

 Some key differences based on place
 Less representation in rural areas

 Less access to information about supportive services in rural areas

 Key differences in docket structure (rural areas are less likely to have a family court, more likely to have hearings 
in open court, less likely to have access to virtual court)



POLICY—WHAT’S NEXT FOR VIRTUAL COURT ACCESS?



WHAT ELSE IS ON THE POLICY AGENDA RELATED TO 
TECHNOLOGY?





NEXT STEPS
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