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Lawsuit Leads to Black Lung Medical
Cards
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awsuit leads to black lung cards

By MIKE TONY

ey Plmedallc com

It's Dike trying 1o work with a pillow over

your Face, Thomas Culberison sakd

“You can't do it Culbertson says of the
black lung disease that has beleaguered
him for the past decade. “If you try to do
Jn)lhing sirenoows, tn 10 mdnies you're

thrwn there panting for breath

Black lung isn't the only preventable
problem that has kept Culbertson, 68, of
McDowell County from breathing easily
after a mining career that spanmed more

than three decades

Nearly a decade after black lung forced

him 10 retire early from the mines, Cullb

erison was surviving on [ree inhaler sam
ples. He had 1o get them from a health
clinic a roughly hour-long round wrip away
{rom his Mavbeury home because b had
no way o secure Lhe benefiis 1o which he
was entitbed as a federal black lung benefi
clary

“I didn’t know from one month (o the
next if they were even going to have the
samples the following month to give me,
Culbertson said. “And then il | didn'y, |
didn’t know where | was going to get it or
what | was going to do about when | can’t
breathe”

So Culberison did something the
United Mine Workers of America union
sabd will save both miners and taxpayers

MINER MATTERS

millions of dollars

He sued the United States Department
of Labor.

Filed last year, Culbertson's federal

lowsuit demands the Department of Labor
stoqr its practice of not providing an 1D card
1o federal black lung beneficiaries who had
previously received an award for black
lung under a state workers' com pensation
progrim

Now, Lhe agency says black lung benefi
awarded benefits under a state
workers compensation program will get a
federally issued black Jung benelits card.
The card includes four key words — “no
copay” and “no deductible” and lists
information for where rllu'l'uirh should
sendd bills and where beneficiaries should
send reimbursement requesis

SEE BLACK LUNG, 94

Read more at the West Virginia Gazette.

Last updated on September 23, 2022.
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A New Home and New Opportunities for Service: Terri’s Journey with AppalReD Legal
Aid

When Terri Buskey moved to Kentucky two years ago, she knew she wanted to...

Continue Reading about A New Home and New Opportunities for Service: Terri’s
Journey with AppalReD Legal Aid

21 Oct 2025

Why Boo Shea Still Shows Up for Justice: Even in Retirement
This Celebrating Pro Bono Week, we’re celebrating Beverly “Boo”...

Continue Reading about Why Boo Shea Still Shows Up for Justice: Even in Retirement
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