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awsuit leads to black lung cards

By MIKE TONY

rriten vy Sdmediall com

I's like tryisg to work with a pillow over
your face, Thomas Culbertson said

“You cant do " Culbertson says of the
black lung disease that has beleaguered
him for the past decade. “If you try 1o do
anything strenuous, in 10 minutes you're
dhown there panting for breath

Black lung tsn't the only preventable
problem that has kept Culberson, 68, of
McDowell County from breathing easily
after a mining career that spanned more
than three decades

Nearly a decade after black lung forced
him 1o retire early from the mines, Culls

erison was surviving on [ree inhaler sam
ples. He had (o gét them (rom a health
clinic a roughly hour-long reund trip away
’hlih hu M.‘I\.I:l"l.tl\v h.l:lll!l' b miisE |‘1.1' il
no way to secure the benefits 1o which he
wis entithed as a federal black lung benefi
clary

“l didn't know from one month (o the
next if they were even going to have the
samples the following month to give me;
Culbertson sald. “And then i 1 didn't, |
didn’t know where | was going to get it or
what | was going to do about when | cant
breathe”

So Culbertson did something the
United Mine Workers of America undon
saidl will save both miners and taxpayers

MINER MATTERS

millions of dollars

He sued the United States Department
of Labar.

Filed last year, Culbertson’s federal

lowsuit demands the Department of Labor
slofa its practice of ol providing an 1D cird
to federal black Jung beneficiaries who had
previously received an award for black
lung under a state workers” compensation
PROgrim
Now, Lhe agency says black lung benefl

claries awarded benefits under a state
workers' compensation program will get a
federally issued black lung benefis card.
Thie card includes lour key words — “no
copay” and “ne deductible” — and lists
information for where providers should
sendd bills and where beneficiaries should
send reimbursement requests

SEE BLACK LUNG, 9A

Read more at the West Virginia Gazette.

Last updated on September 23, 2022.
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The news about recent activities for needed peoples.
More News

4 Jun 2025

From the Goodwill Insider: Cassandra and Casey of Project Renew
We love it when good news spreads—and recently, Goodwill Insider shined a...

Continue Reading

2 Jun 2025

White House Budget Proposes Elimination of Legal Services Corporation, Stripping
Support from Kentucky Families Facing Natural Disasters, Domestic Violence, and
More

Prestonsburg, Kentucky—The White House’s proposed federal budget for Fiscal...
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